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Secretary’s Ramblings
| finally managed to overcome the writers block or whatever it was and get the newsletter
finished, it has been a long wait since the last newsletter but hopefully it is worth it! | put it
down to post operation blues or the weather or something, | haven’t quite worked out what
the excuse is but it will be a good one if | ever do.

A lot has happened over the last five months and hopefully | have covered the main things as
it would be impossible to cover everything. One area we are still having problems with is
getting volunteers. The committee does its best but there are only eight of us and we do
have other things to do so there is a limit to the amount of time we can give to the club. So
please put your hand up or come and talk to us when we ask for volunteers, remember this is
your club and its success or failure depends on you.

Having said that it has been a good year so far and we have 9 new members so far bringing
the number of paid up members to 38.

May Meeting
Stan Knowles gave a very informative and interesting talk on making segmented bowils etc.
Despite a few pre talk nerves he was soon well into his stride and keeping his audience
enthralled throughout. | think it is the most attentive | have seen the members at any
meeting. Stan illustrated his talk with some part made items, some of the equipment he
uses and made himself, and some of the worksheets he uses to get the angles etc correct.
It was a very enjoyable day and hopefully we can persuade Stan to give another talk on
some of the more advanced designs he produces next year. For those with Internet access
he gets his programmes from an American site called Wood turner pro the address is
http://www.woodturnerpro.com/

Also we had another visit from Bill & Cilla of Cambridge Blanks. Once again they had a very
good selection of wood at very reasonable prices, a lot of members went home with loaded
cars again.

Photos from the meeting are in a separate supplement or web page.

June Meeting
Professional wood turner Guy Ravine came along to give us a demonstration on how to use
that free wood we sometimes manage to get hold off. He started off with a Holly branch and
split it up using hand tools to produce some blanks. He then rough turned them into bowls
to be put aside to dry out before they are finished. He also did some spindle work and gave
us a few hints and tips. An illustrated report is in the enclosed supplement or separate web

page.

It was a very enjoyable day marred only by the low turnout, only 14 members turned up
which is the lowest turnout at any meeting for quite sometime, our usual turnout is about 30
members/visitors. This meeting took place during school half term and | have since been
told by some members that they couldn’t make the meeting due to family commitments such
as grandkids visiting etc. In future we will try and arrange external demonstrators to visit
outside of school holidays.

We were also going to have the gavel competition but owing to only having one entry this
was postponed to a later meeting.



July Meeting
Professional wood carver Glyn Mould who is based at Sacrewell Farm gave us a talk on
woodcarving. He started off by talking about how he got interested in carving and went on
to make it his career. He illustrated this by showing us some of his earlier work, including a
piece he entered in to a competition linked to the Prince of Wales. He then went on to talk
about how he set up his own company, the decline of woodcarving as a profession, the tools
of the trade and what he does now. Put like that it doesn’t sound very interesting but it was,
everyone enjoyed the talk and several members have asked if he we can get him to do
another one.

August Meeting

This started out as just a workshop meeting when planned earlier in the year but by the time
of the meeting there were a number of things going on.

Firstly we had the workshop where any member could use the club equipment and get help
from another member with any problems they might be having. We had three lathes set up
and they were in constant use throughout the meeting. Various people used them, some to
just experiment with guidance from others, plus there was some teaching going on as well.
Also in use was the grinder, where there was some instruction on how to make miniature
turning tools. This turned out to be very successful and we are thinking of putting on a
second meeting each month along these lines, more on that later.

We also had a visit from Lincolnshire Woodcraft who brought along a large selection of
wood, along with some other items such as finishes, glue etc. They had some very good
bargains which some members took advantage of and we hope to have them visit again.

Following his successful talk in July Glyn Mould put on a 4 hour carving taster session at the
very reasonable cost of £6.50. He had 5 students, which was a bit less than we had hoped
for, but he says it was worthwhile and those who took part enjoyed themselves. For anyone
interested he is running carving courses starting in September, for further details Glyn can be
contacted on 01780 470167 or at Sacrewell Farm.

One of the main highlights of the day was the competition to find a piece to go into the
AWGB gallery for the next year. The disappointing part was that we only had eight entries,
the good part was that they were all very good pieces. It came down to a choice between
two pieces with the winning entry getting just 1 more vote than the other piece.
Congratulations go to Neville Richardson for the winning piece which was a Burr Oak bowl
with handles, photos in the supplement. This has now gone off to the AWGB and can be
seen on their stand at all the major shows over the next year.

We had unusual visitors to the meeting in the shape of a reporter and photographer from the
Evening Telegraph. The reporters name was Duncan Hall and he is doing a feature called
“How To...” which appears in The Guide which comes with Fridays ET, on local clubs and
organisations. He came along to have a go at woodturning and Dave Hearn bravely
volunteered to teach him. He spent most of the meeting on the lathe and thoroughly
enjoyed himself, maybe a new member in the offing. The article is due to appear in the next
couple of weeks so keep your eye out for it.

Forthcoming Meetings

The next meeting is at 7pm on Wednesday 25" August at Sacrewell Farm. Robert Sorby
are coming along to give us a demonstration of their tools etc. and if there is time to try and



answer any problems you might be having with their products. So if you are having
problems with one of their tools bring it along with you and you might be able to get it sorted.
Please though make sure it is a Robert Sorby tool as | have been told that they do get asked
guestions about other manufacturers tools which of course they can not answer. They will
also be bringing along items for sale at a reduced price, so bring your money along with you,
providing he remembers to bring the machine they do take credit cards.

The next Saturday meeting is on September 4™ and professional turner Bill Care will be
giving a days demonstration on spindle turning, including the use of the skew chisel. Lunch
is available from the restaurant and is usually very good but can be a bit expensive. Also
don’t forget we will be holding the gavel competition postponed from the June meeting. As
we have an external demonstrator there will be a charge for this meeting of £5 for members
and £10 for non members.

As mentioned above, following the success of the August meeting and having talked to a
number of members we are thinking of holding a second meeting every month. This will be
on the middle Saturday of the month and will be purely a workshop meeting. The idea is to
allow any member of the club to use the equipment, get help with any problems and tuition
where needed. We are not sure when we will start doing this as it is getting to the time of
year when Sacrewell use the barn for other things. They do have another area we can use
but we are not sure where it is or how big it is, as soon as we find out we will let you know.

We did consider trying a meeting on Saturday 18" September but because we have the big
show that month, see below, we are not sure if it is a good idea, what do you think?

Ferry Meadows Show

On the 16™ May the club put on a show at the Coppice to Craftsmen event at Ferry
Meadows. It was a very good turnout with a large number of members present and four
lathes set up and working. We had a lot of interest from the public which resulted in at least
two new members joining the club. Well done to everyone who attended and made it such
an enjoyable day.

New Members

Since the last newsletter we have had five new members join the club. They are Chris
Cooper, Alan Harrup, Denis & Freddie Peircis and Neville Richardson, | hope | have got
everyone’s name correct if | haven’t | apologise and please let me know. The committee
would like to take this opportunity to welcome them to the club and hope that they find it
worthwhile and interesting.

Hand Made Show

On September 24", 25™ & 26™ we are taking part in the Hand Made show being put on by
Glyn Mould at Sacrewell Farm. It is being staged in the large barn opposite the one we
usually use. We will have an area of about 30 foot long by 10 foot deep. In this area we
will have at least three lathes set up along with ancillary equipment. There will also be a
display area to show of members work to the public and an area to sell items.

To make this show a success we need plenty of volunteers to help man the stand on all three
days, either to stand around talking to the public or selling items or doing some turning or all
three. Also to help set up on the Thursday afternoon and put everything away on the
Sunday evening. So please volunteer if only for a few hours. If you do volunteer you get the
added bonus of free entry to the show.



We will also need pieces for the gallery and for sale, if you have anything for this please let
me have them by Sunday 19" September. | am more than willing to collect them from you
and | can be contacted at the number on the bottom of the page or at the next two meetings.

Sacrewell Farm

Our relationship with Sacrewell is going from strength to strength, in partnership with them
things are moving along. As reported before we now have a purpose built cupboard in the
barn for storing all our equipment. The rewiring of the barn has been completed so we now
have a large number of sockets all around the barn so that we can have more than one lathe
and the tea urn running without blowing the fuse. Our thanks go to all the members who
have helped with these projects.

As mentioned at the last meeting the arrangement for selling items through the shop have
been discussed with Sacrewell. If you want to do this you must mark the item with your
name and the amount you want for it and let one of the committee members have them and
they will be passed over to the staff responsible. At the moment the shop is talking about
putting a 100% mark up on everything, some members are not happy with this but we will
have to wait and see what happens.

One area we are still having problems with is putting on demos at Sacrewell over weekends
and during the week in school holidays. Some of these have taken place and everyone who
has done one has enjoyed it. The problem is that not many members have volunteered to
do them. Part of the payment for the facilities etc. that we get from Sacrewell is that we
would put these demos on, however without your help this is not possible. So please come
forward and volunteer, it need only be for a few hours but every little helps.

Fun Quiz Answers
Well how did you get on with the quiz in Aprils newsletter, easy wasn't it, well it would have
been if you were into knitting and spinning wool as all three items are used in that
hobby/profession.

The first item in picture one with the handle and metal hook is called the everything tool and
according to the web site “it is a multi-purpose orifice hook, wraps per inch gauge, and ply
tester. The hook is bent to have a swan-neck at the end. It fits every spinning wheel orifice
we have tested it on, and looks cool!”

The second item in that picture that looks like an H is a Niddy-Noddy and is used for
producing skeins of wool.

The items in the second picture are called spindles and used for spinning raw wool and silk.

Next Year

The committee is starting to look at the meeting agenda for next year’s meetings. There are
many reasons for doing this early one of them being trying to book external demonstrators
before their diaries fill up. To be able to do this we need your help, firstly do you have
someone you would like to see come and give a demonstration or run a workshop?
Secondly we need members to volunteer to give demonstrations at club meetings. Third
what areas of woodturning would you like to see covered and lastly would you like to see
more visits from company’s such as Robert Sorby and Chestnut?



A New Lathe?

Are you thinking of buying a new lathe well how about the one below. Well maybe it is a bit
old now and | am not sure who would still stock them or even if you could find one if you
wanted one. My thanks to Mike Wickham for providing the leaflet.



A Clean Bowl

When Cambridge Blanks visited us at the May meeting one of the blanks I brought was an 8”
x 4” spalted beech for less than £3. The reason for the very good price was that it was a
second as it was a bit too soft and tended to crumble if handled too vigorously. The first
inch of the blank was unspalted timber and the rest was very spalted and as mentioned a bit
on the soft side.

| had a couple of ideas on how to turn this blank and the first one was to have a go with very
sharp tools. So | made sure all the tools | was going to use were freshly sharpened and
then tried to mount it on a faceplate/screw chuck combination. | eventually managed to get
a good grip and started to turn it. Even thought the tools were very sharp the spalted part of
the blank wouldn’t cut cleanly and just ripped, so | removed it from the lathe and went to plan
B. This was to soak the blank in the magic rejuvenating liquid for five days, leave it to drain
for a couple of days and then have another go at turning it. | have used this liquid in the
past but only by brushing on to difficult areas such as knots or very dry parts of the blank and
it has worked very well. After soaking the blank and letting it drain | remounted it on the
lathe, this time fixing it was easy as the wood seemed to have regained its strength. Once it
was mounted on the lathe came the moment of truth would | be able to cut it cleanly, the
answer to that was yes. It cut so easily and smoothly it felt like | was turning a piece of
green wood. | turned the outside then mounted it in the chuck and started to turn the inside
unfortunately something came up and | had to leave it for the day before it was finished.

The next morning | went back to finish it and overnight it had dried out some more and gone
out of shape and a small crack had appeared on the bottom of it. There wasn’t much | could
do with it so | sanded it as best | could and put a finish on it.

All things considered it came out quite well the bottom is a bit thicker than | would have liked
but at least it wont get knocked over very easily. | finished turning it about two months ago
and the bowl is still solid and holding up very well, which considering what the blank was like
originally is not bad going. The main reason | brought the blank was to try out the magic
liquid on a large piece to see if it worked as well as other people have said and | am now
sold on the magic rejuvenating liquid.

For those of you who have not guessed what the magic liquid is it is washing up liquid, hence
the title a clean bowl. Not the expensive brand names from the supermarket but the cheap
stuff from a pound shop, if you are lucky you can even choose the fragrance you like. Itis
mixed up in a 1 to 1 mixture and the wood submersed in it and kept in place with a brick or
something. As | said the bowl is not of show quality but more an exercise in the use of
washing up liquid to rejuvenate wood and in that respect it was a success. If | remember |
will bring it along to the September meeting for you too see.

John Taylor

Other Events

Following requests from members below is a list of events that might be of interest to people,
if you have an event you want to advertise please let me know.

DATE EVENT

11™ September Turners Retreat Autumn open day, free admission

15M — 17" The International Woodworking and Turning show at Stoneleigh Park
October

10M & 11™ Turners Retreat two day Christmas Special, free admission
December




