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Chairman 
It is with regret that we have to announce the resignation of Graham Booth as 
both chairman and member of the club due to ill health and personal reasons.   
I am sure you all join with the committee in wishing him a full and speedy 
recovery.   The committee would also like to thank him for all the hard work he 
has put into the club since December without which we would not be in the 
strong position we are now. 
 

Committee changes 
Due to Graham’s resignation there has had to be some changes to the 
committee.   John Butler who was vice chairman has now stepped up to 
become chairman.   Jim Craig who was a committee member has now 
become vice chairman and  the committee has seconded Paul Jowett as a 
committee member. 
 

February meeting 
This was our first meeting in hopefully what will become our new home and 
everyone agreed it went very well.   There were a few teething problems but 
that was only to be expected, like me forgetting to bring the milk.   The main 
problems were setting things up and putting them away at the end of the 
meeting, we had some volunteers but more would be very welcome.   
Towards the end of the meeting it started to get a bit cold but this will be 
sorted for March when we will have additional heaters set up. 
 
There were 26 members signed in and four guests all of whom said they will 
come back again.   In addition there were at least twelve day visitors to the 
farm who came in to have a look to see what was going on and have a chat. 
 
After an introduction Bill and Cilla from Cambridge Blanks gave a short talk on 
who they were and how they started selling wood to turners etc.   As 
mentioned last month, Bill is a turner himself and started collecting, preparing 
and drying wood for his own use.   After a little while he had more than he 
could use himself so started to sell to friends and other turners.    From there 
the business has grown, they still work for a living and sell the wood as a 
sideline.   They brought along a large selection of native wood for sale which 
went down very well with those present, several members cars went home 
looking rather low at the back.     
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Talking to Bill & Cilla before they left they said they had enjoyed themselves 
and it had been worthwhile for them to come along and yes, they would like to 
come back again, I will let you know when this has been arranged. 
 
Following this Graham Booth gave us a demonstration of bowl turning with 
decoration. As you can see from the photo below everyone enjoyed the 
demonstration and as usual picked up a few hints and tips. 
 

 
 
The members gallery was again well supported with over twenty pieces from 
different members. 
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March meeting 
This will again be at Sacrewell as will the April meeting and hopefully many 
more after that.   As mentioned before, more people to help set up would be 
very welcome and I will remember to bring the milk this time.   Members of the 
committee will be there from 9am onwards so if you want to turn up and give 
us a hand it will be very welcome.   Also if you would like to stay on at the end 
and give us a hand putting things away it would be appreciated. 
 
Unfortunately we haven’t got anything planned for the meeting yet as the two 
items we were going to have are not available, but we will sort something out.   
So if you would like to volunteer to do a turn please let myself or another 
committee member know so that we can set things up for you.   It will 
probably be busy at Sacrewell as it is the start of the lambing season and their 
busiest weekend of the year.  
 
Don’t forget the competition for a 3” high box, we are not sure who is going to 
judge it at the moment but we will find someone brave enough to do it. 
 

Tea and Coffee 
The committee has not received any complaints following the February 
meeting about people not paying for their drinks so thank you to everyone and 
keep up the good work.   However, there is still a problem with the tea and 
coffee and that is the washing up.   Following the meeting we were left with 
about thirty mugs to wash up, thank you to the volunteers for doing them.   It 
seems a minor thing, but if you are left to do the washing up at the end of the 
meeting it can be very annoying.   So in order to alleviate this problem from 
the March meeting onwards there will be a bowl of water and tea towels 
provided by the urn so when you finish your drink please wash your mug up.  
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Competitions 
The   next competition will be a turned gavel, Mike Wickham will demonstrate 
how to turn one at the April meeting then you will have a couple of months to 
make one before they are judged in June.   One of the reasons for the delay 
between demonstration and judging is that there will be two categories one 
will be for any gavel the other will be for one made to a dimensioned drawing, 
attached.   The entry form and full details will be published next month.   
 
There will be more competitions during the year and news of these will follow. 
 
 

Future meetings 
We are slowly getting the meeting agenda filled up, latest version attached, 
but there are still some spaces available if you would like to do a turn. 
 
Some of the attractions we are booking at the moment are; a return visit by 
Cambridge Blanks, a demonstration by Chestnut finishes and a demonstration 
by Robert Sorby.   We are also talking to Glyn Mould who has said he would 
give us a talk/demonstration on carving in woodturning.  
 
If there is anything or anyone you would like to see please let your committee 
know.    
 
 

Congratulations 
 

 
To Claudine and Graham on their wedding on 14th February 2004.   In their 
own words “Yes everything went well, the groom looked lovely and the bride 
was speechless.  Now its back to normal, fighting over the lathe.” 
 
 

 
 
Also to Tony Plumstead on the birth of his granddaughter on Tuesday 10th 
February 2004 at 6.02pm. 
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Ferry Meadows 
 
The Coppice to Craftsman event has been confirmed as Sunday 16th May 
2004.   The members who have agreed to attend so far are Mike Wickham, 
Brian Rosam, John Taylor, Brian Shortland, John Butler and Jim Craig.   If 
anyone else is interested in attending will you let a member of the committee 
know please. 
 

Wot-U-Got 
This months Wot-U-Got comes from Mike Wickham. 
 

ITEM USED RATING COMMENT 
Record Cl/3 Lathe (36”/30”)  Regularly 4 No hollow headstock 
Electra Beckum DMB65 
(6”) bandsaw 

Regularly 4 Cast iron table preferred 
& easier tilt required on 
table 

Earlex Cleaner Regularly 5 Lifts carpets as well as 
dust! 

Draper 36” x 4” belt & disc 
sander 

Rarely 4 Not used much in 
woodturning 

Record SM155 6” bench 
grinder 

Regularly 5 Excellent 

Record RP3000 Chuck Regularly 3 Mostly OK. Couple of 
attachments not so 
satisfactory 

Supernova geared chuck Regularly 5 OK 
Microclene 100 extractor Regularly 5 Effective 
Air-Cap 2 Helmet Regularly 4 Will not stay in place – 

needs constant 
adjustment. 

Sand master Regularly 5 A “Must Have” 
 
 

Secretary goes missing 
Not yet, but I am about to, as mentioned at the AGM I am going into hospital 
this year to have my left knee replaced.   The time has now arrived and I go 
into hospital on the 7th March.   I will be at the meeting on the 6th March but 
almost certainly not at the April meeting, but hopefully I will be at the May 
meeting.   I will be in hospital for about 10 days and after that I will be 
available via email or phone.  
 

New equipment 
All those at the February meeting will have seen most of the equipment we 
have brought so far on display and available for use.   The intended next 
purchase was for another lathe but we have had to put this on hold for the 
moment due to a possible lack of finance.    This doesn’t mean that the club is 
broke just that we need to take another look at our finances.   We still have 
money left but we are not sure what our expenditure will be for the venue etc. 
until May, so all purchases are on hold until then.  
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Gavel dimensions 
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Meeting Agenda 
 

Date Event Venue Notes 

3 Jan 2004 Club Meeting Ferry 
Meadows 

 Demonstration by John Taylor and 
sharpening clinic with Graham. 

7 Feb 2004 Club Meeting 
Sacrewell 
Farm 

 Visit from Cambridge blanks and a 
demonstration by Graham Booth on 
bowl turning. 

20-22 Feb 
2004 

Show Alexandra 
Palace 

  

29 Feb 
2004 

Demonstration 
by Eli Avisera 

Tudor Rose 
Woodturners - 
Daventry 

£15 per person, including lunch. 

6 Mar 
2004 

Club Meeting Sacrewell 
Farm 

 ? 

3 April 
2004 

Club Meeting Sacrewell 
Farm 

 Mike Wickham turning a gavel 

8 May 
2004 

Club Meeting tba Stan Knowles will be giving an 
illustrated talk on segmented turning 

16 May 
2004 

Show Ferry 
Meadows 

Coppice to Craftsmen event. 

5 June 
2004 

Club Meeting tba Demonstration by Guy Ravine, from a 
tree to a bowl. Gavel competition. 

3 Jul 2004 Club Meeting tba   

July Show CBS Tools Date to be confirmed. 

1 Aug 
2004 

Club Meeting tba   

4 Sep 2004 Club Meeting tba Demonstration by Bill Care, Spindle 
work 

24-26 Sept 
2004 

Show Sacrewell 
Mill 

Hand Made. Including a display and 
demonstration by Merseyside 
Woodturners and their chairman Ray 
Jones. 

2 Oct 2004 Club Meeting tba   

October Show Toolfix Date to be confirmed. 

October Show Stonleigh 
Park 

Date to be confirmed. 

6 Nov 
2004 

Club Meeting tba   

4 Dec 2004 A.G.M. Peterborough   

All dates are correct at the time of writing but please check before making a 
journey. 
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March Club Competition 
 

A Lidded Container ~ 6 th March 2004  
 

Max height: 3” (75 mm) *not including any finial. 
Plain fitting lid, no screw threads, single timber species of your choice. 
 
There are two classes: 

·  Less than 2 years experience (< 2 year) 

·  More than 2 years experience (> 2 year) 

Prize: All the Glory plus a whole £1.00 off next yea r’s subscription! 
 
Judging criteria:       Judge: TBA 

·  Design and aesthetics 

·  Tool work and finish 

 

Please complete and hand in with your entry on the day 

!!!! ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name:      Class: <2  (circle) >2 

Wood:      Date:  6 th March 2004 

Finish used: 

Judge’s Comments: 

 
 


