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                  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Issue 2           February 2006 
 

 
Editorial 

 
One month has passed since I 

wrote the first newsletter, a lot has 
happened in that month. I have 
finally finished work following 
redundancy and have decided to 

become a professional woodturner. 
Not the most financially rewarding 
of professions but one I am going 
to thoroughly enjoy. It will give 
me the opportunity to do all the 
things I have wanted to do for 

years, I will keep you up to date as 
the months pass. 

The club has seen the benefit of 
several new members who I and 
the other committee members 

would like to welcome. It would 
be of interest if they were to share 
their thoughts on their early days 

with us and if they have any ideas, 
as to what they would like to see, 

either from members of the club or 
other professionals. 

Please keep your ideas for 
inclusion into future issues of the 
newsletter coming, it is only with 

your help that I can make a 
success of it. 

 
Paul Jowett               Editor 

 

 
21st January workshop 

 
34 members were present for this 
meeting which is a great turnout 
Several new members had hands-
on training/ familiarisation, with 
both tools and lathes. Some have 
not yet made a purchase of a lathe 
but are keen to make a start. 
It is through these workshops that 
knowledge can be both given and 
gained by all who attend, as there 
is always something which can be 
passed on. 
There are some subscriptions still 
to be renewed and it looks as 
though we may have almost 60 
members for 2006. It is nice to see 
that we have an increasing number 
of lady members, some of whom 
are accomplished turners. 

 
 

____________________________ 
 

Committee meeting 
A decision to purchase drive and 
tailstock centres was agreed, as 
some of the lathes have none or 

very poor ones at present. 
Estimates for a new chuck are to 
be obtained before one is finally 

purchased 
The outside demonstrators are to 
be approached again to find their  

 
availability, it appears that one has 
re-located since the club first 
contacted him – will keep you 
informed 

Where are you????? 
 

This is the newsletter you asked 
for, where are all the things you 

had to offer at the AGM? 
There’s only so much I can write 

about myself 
What kind of lathe do you have? Is 
it good or bad? Let others know. 
Any tools you wished were back 
where you bought them from? 
What were they and what were 

their faults 
A profile of yourself, what you’re 

making at the present moment. 
 

 
Eucalyptus Vase by the editor 

 

 
Sandringham 2005 
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Below is a copy of shapes from a book printed in the late 1700s, funny how they have changed little over 
the years. This was supplied by Mike Wickham, all we need now is someone to translate it into English. 
 

 
 
Mike has been in excellent form showing new members how to use the Skew, please keep it up as this is 
one of the tools many find so difficult to master. 
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If you are finding it hard going with tools or sharpening, come along to one of the workshop meetings, 
there will always be someone on hand to help you out with your problems. We all had to start somewhere, 
there’s no shame in asking but great difficulty in persevering and getting nowhere. 
 
 
 
 
 

   
       February gallery items, photos by Paul Burdock    
  
 

Member profile  -  Stan Knowles 
 
From earliest recollection, ships have been an influence over my hobbies. I remember my father taking me to the North Pier, 
Tynemouth, to see the great liner, Mauritania being towed to the breakers yard, I was only six years old 
As a boy I made many ship models, but when World War 2 started my hobby changed. My home town was very heavily 
bombed, 680 high explosive bombs, aerial torpedo’s, phosphorous bombs and thousands on incendiaries. After spending night 
after night in the shelters, I used to go collecting shrapnel, bomb fragments bits of barrage balloons etc. shot down by the 
German aircraft. 
In 1941 I joined the Air Training Corps as a wireless operator, air gunner. I served seven years as an apprentice Carpenter, 
during this time my hobby changed to cycle road racing. To this I was fully committed, with two nights a week training, cycling 
up to 400 miles a week. I raced in25, 50 and 100 mile races. This was an exciting time for road racing as at that time no one had 
achieved the magic hour for 25 miles, equivalent to the 4 minute mile in running. 
In 1950 I was called up and spent two years in the Royal Air Force, I continued racing for the RAF. I retired from racing at the 
age of 24, when I thought it had become painful to keep my speeds up, because to maintain a speed of 25 mph you had to 
exceed 40mph during a 25 mile race. During my years of racing I won many trophy’s and attained a time of 1hour and 30 
seconds giving me the championship. One year later and the magic hour was broken 
Once again my hobby changed to Woodturning, which shared my time with model ship building. The latter became a semi-
professional occupation, building super models on commission. Two of my models have been made into kits and have been sold 
all over the world. 
Woodturning slowly came to the forefront and I experimented with segmented work, the glue setting times were too slow so I 
abandoned it for years until modern adhesives allowed me to start again. Due to moving house I gave up my workshop and sold 
all my machinery. After a layoff of six years I restarted and had to replace all the machinery, this was about eight years ago and 
I cannot see any reasons to give it up again. 
My interest is magnified by being in the woodturning club and I hope new members will gain experience from the excellent 
group of turners which our club can provide. On a personal note, my opinion of some of the so called professionals who lecture 
around the clubs, is almost zero, and not worth the money. I do believe we have members in our club who would put some of 
them to shame, if they would come forward and do their stuff 
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A few tips on Bandsaw safety 
 
What should you do before using a band saw?  

A band saw can be dangerous if not used properly.  

·  Read the owner's manual carefully.  
·  Make sure you understand the instructions before attempting to use any tool or machine.  
·  Learn the applications and limitations before use.  
·  Securely anchor the band saw to the floor (or a workbench of appropriate height) to reduce vibration.  
·  Refer to Woodworking Machines - General Safety Tips for general safety precautions.  

What safety procedures should you follow when using a band saw?  

·  Wear safety glasses or a face shield.  
·  Wear hearing protection that is suitable for the level and frequency of the noise you are exposed to in the 

woodworking area.  
·  Make sure all guards are in place and properly adjusted. Ensure all band wheels are enclosed.  
·  Adjust blade guard height to about 3 mm or 1/8 inch above the top of the material being cut.  
·  Ensure the blade is tracking correctly and runs freely in and against the upper and lower guide rollers.  
·  Ensure the blade is under proper tension. A band saw equipped with automatic tension control is desirable.  
·  Use band saw blades that are sharp, properly set and otherwise suitable for the job (e.g., the right tooth pitch; 

tooth form; blade width).  
·  Hold timber firmly and flat on the table to prevent the timber from turning and drawing your fingers against 

the blade. Keep hands braced against the table.  
·  Use a push stick when you remove cut pieces from between the fence and saw blade or when your hands are 

close to the blade. Keep your hands on either side of the blade - not in line with the cutting line and the blade. 
See Woodworking Machines - Push Sticks for more information on push stick design.  

http://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/woodwork/push_stk.html
http://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/woodwork/gen_safe.html
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·  Make release (relief) cuts before tight curves when 
doing intricate scroll-type work.  

·  Keep the floor around a band saw clean and free of 
obstructions or clutter.  

·  Keep the machine properly oiled and serviced.  
·  Provide adequate lighting at the machine table. A 

light fixture with a flexible connection can provide 
essential lighting.  

 
What should you avoid when working with a band saw?  

·  Do not use excessive force when pushing the wood past the blade.  
·  Do not back the timber away from the blade while the saw is in motion if the work piece binds or pinches on 

the blade.  
·  Do not stop a band saw by thrusting timber against the cutting edge or the side of a blade immediately after 

the power has been shut off.  
·  Do not remove sawdust or cuttings from the table by hand or with compressed air. Use a stick or brush.  
·  Do not leave a saw running unattended. Turn off the power and make sure the machine has stopped running 

before leaving the area.  

 Make jigs for holding logs to avoid log turning and jamming 
 
 
 

January workshop meeting 
 
 

 
    Tony bandsawing     Mike on the Skew  More advice   Confidence gained 
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    A good turn out for a cold Saturday morning in January 
 
 

                
     A discussion on tools  Time to pass on information to two new members  Finding center 

 
 
 


