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Chairman’s notes

The Club’s first meeting this year was a resounding success with over two
thirds of the members attending. February’s meeting will be at Sacrewell
Farm and Country Centre, directions included with this newsletter.

Good News! The Club’s funds are no longer languishing in the bank — no, |
haven't booked a holiday! ...they're being used for your benefit. Check out
the Club’s new acquisitions at future meetings. The purchase of a bench
grinder means that tool sharpening advice can now be a regular feature at
meetings ...don't forget that the Band Saw (7” depth of cut) will also be
available for your use!

Tell us your views on the points raised in the last newsletter... it's time for
you to match your committee’s enthusiasm — get on the phone now! ...
(01733) 331203 or 333010.

We desperately need you to come forward to do your thing at one of this
year’'s meetings ~anything goes (Belly dancing excluded!). Ring me this week
...please...

My thanks to your committee for yet another marathon 3 %2 hour meeting on
your behalf.

Venue

The February, March and April meetings will be at Sacrewell farm and if
everything works out it will be our new home. Sacrewell farm is on the A47 to
the west of Peterborough, attached is a sheet showing how to get to there
and how to find us. If you have difficulty in getting transport to a meeting
please give the secretary a ring on 01733 333010 and | will try and sort
something out for you. If you would like further information about the farm
and have access to the internet their website address is
http://www.sacrewell.org.uk/.

Subscriptions

At the January meeting it was agreed that due to the large amount of
expenditure we currently have that the subs for this year would be increased
to £20 plus £12.50 AWGB fees. This would be payable either in one go at
the reduced rate of £19 plus £12.50 AWGB fees due now. Or in two
payments one of £10 plus £12.50 AWGB fees due now and a second
payment of £10 to be paid by June. The fees for next year will be reviewed
at the AGM in December. The expenditure we can foresee at the moment
includes the need to purchase new equipment, increase our insurance covetr,
security for the clubs equipment, possible charges for the venue etc.

January meeting

The January meeting was held at Ferry Meadows and over twenty members
plus one guest attended, which made for a cosy atmosphere. It became so
cosy we had to open some windows and turn down the heating. Whilst it was
a very nice room it was a bit on the small side for us but would do if nothing
else was available.

To start the meeting there was a discussion about several things, including
subscriptions, Robin and new equipment. Following this John Taylor gave a
demonstration, unfortunately not on the bowl saver as previously advertised
due to problems with the lathe and not being able to get some new parts for
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the bowl saver, but he has promised to do this at a later date. Instead he
showed how to make a Christmas tree with a difference, more on this in a
future newsletter. Also how to make a pen the Reg Sherwin way and that old
favourite of kids of all ages the spinning top.

At the same time Graham Booth was holding a grinding/sharpening clinic.
Several members brought along their tools to get a bit of help and went home
with some very sharp implements. As far as | know none of them were
arrested on the way home for carrying a dangerous weapon. Don’t forget
that the club now owns a grinder set-up so if you want help and advice, or just
need to sharpen some tools bring them along to the next or any other
meeting.

The gallery of members work had some very nice pieces from several
different members. Why not bring something along for the gallery in
February.

February Meeting
As mentioned above the February meeting will be at Sacrewell farm at the
usual time of 10am, although members of the committee will be there from
about 9.00 to 9.30am setting things up and any additional help will be very
welcome.

We have Bill and Cilla from Cambridge blanks coming down to give a very
short talk on who they are. They will also be bringing a large quantity of
wood blanks with them for sale at reasonable prices. Bill is an enthusiastic
turner himself who sells wood to other turners as a sideline, so he knows the
quality and prices we are looking for. As well as this John Butler will be
turning a bowl using a blank purchased from Cambridge blanks on the
upgraded Record lathe.

In addition to this there will be all the equipment we have purchased to date
for you to inspect and in the case of the grinding set-up and the bandsaw use
if you want to. There will be people there to instruct/help you if needed so
don't forget to bring the tools you need help with and any wood you want to
cut up.

Please send any articles etc to the secretary or by email to 3
secretary@villageturners.org.uk or phone 01733 333010




Robin

The most asked questions at the January meeting must have been “Where’s
Robin?” and “What’'s happening with Robin?”. After a chat with him the other
day I can report he is alive and well and still turning, when he has the time.

As he mentioned at the end of last year he has a number of family
commitments that must come first and will be taking up a large amount of his
time this year, and maybe for longer. He is still taking a keen interest in the
club, although he will not be able to attend many meetings he will pop in from
time to time.

At the January meeting it was decided to offer him a life membership in
recognition of everything he has done for the club. When this offer was made
to him he was really chuffed and he says thank you to everyone for the offer,
however he says that he must refuse it for the following reasons. Firstly on a
matter of principle, he believes that if someone wants to belong to a club they
should pay their dues and take an active part in it, as he has mentioned
before. Secondly he says there are others in the club who have done as
much, if not more, than him and it wouldn’t be fair on them.

Tea and Coffee

The committee has received some complaints about a few members not
paying for their tea or coffee. The majority of members do pay up but there
are a few who don’t so in the future will everyone make sure they put their
money in the pot please. If you haven’t got any change see Derek as he
normally has some in his money box, or get someone else to buy it for you.
The price of a cup of tea or coffee is 10p which is a lot cheaper than you can
buy it elsewhere and includes a couple of free biscuits. Demonstrators get it
FREE.

Meeting Schedule
Below is the draft schedule for this year, as you can see there are a number
of meetings where we have nothing planned, so if you would like to do your
own thing please let me know. It can be a practical demonstration, making
something or showing a particular technique. Alternatively it could just be a
talk on how to do something, or anything else you would like to share with us
would be much appreciated.

As you can see we have two external demonstrators booked for this year.
On June 5" Guy Ravine will be doing a bow! turning demonstration with a
difference, the best way to describe it is in his own words.

From tree to finished bowl -using wedges and side-axe, will show process of
splitting and preparing a whole section of trunk; preparing one side for future
use, and turning the other to a finish. If this is an evening session the wet
turning would be of an end-grain natural edged bowl in another wood, prob.
Laburnum. If a full day this would be in addition to the wet- turning of a side
grain bowl to a finish.

His web site is http://www.guyravines.com/



On the 4™ September Bill Care will be giving us a demonstration on spindle
turning, including the mighty skew. Charges for these two days will be £5 for
members and £10 for guests.

Date Event Venue Notes

Ferry Demonstration by John Taylor and

3 Jan 2004 Club Meeting Meadows sharpening clinic with Graham.

Visit from Cambridge blanks and a

7 Feb 2004 Club Meeting ?Zﬁ:r;ewell demonstration by John Butler on
bowl turning.
20-22 Feb Show Alexandra
2004 Palace
. Tudor Rose
29 Feb Demonstratior . .
2004 by Eli Avisera Woodturners -£15 per person, including lunch.
Daventry
6 Mar . Sacrewell
2004 Club Meeting Earm
3 April . Sacrewell
2004 Club Meeting Farm
1 May . . .
2004 Club Meeting [tha Bank Holiday date to be confirmed
16 May Show Ferry Coppice to Craftsmen event.
2004 Meadows (date to be confirmed.)
5 June , Demonstration by Guy Ravine, from a
2004 Club Meeting tba tree to a bowl.
3 Jul 2004 | Club Meeting tba
July Show CBS Tools Date to be confirmed.
1 Aug :
2004 Club Meeting [tba

Demonstration by Bill Care, Spindle

4 Sep 2004 Club Meeting [tha work

Fruits of the Forest. Including a display

24-26 Sept Show Sacrewell and demonstration by Merseyside
2004 Mill Woodturnersand their chairman Ray
Jones
2 Oct 2004 Club Meeting tba
October Show Toolfix Date to be confirmed.
October Show Stonleigh Date to be confirmed.
Park
6 Nov .
2004 Club Meeting Peterborough

4 Dec 2004 A.G.M. Peterborough

All dates are correct at the time of writing but please check before making a
journey.



Signing In & Badges
Will all members please make sure they write their name in the attendance
book, legibly please, when arriving at the meeting, as this has now become
more than just a record of who was at the meetings. As we are now hiring
premises we have to know who is around in case of emergencies. Also
please make sure you wear your badges at every meeting as this makes it
easier to see who is a member and who is a guest or visitor to the farm. The
committee members badges will be a different colour, making it harder for
them to hide. There will also be badges for guests in a different colour. New
badges will be available from the treasurer when you have paid your subs,
also if you do not want to take your badge home please leave it by the signing
in book when you leave and pick it up from there at the next meeting.

New Equipment

There has been a lot of talk about new equipment over the last couple of
months, a lot of it from me. But it has not been all talk and we have now got
a lot of the equipment we need. | am not going to list it all here that will be
done later in the year when we make a full list of the clubs assets available to
all members.

Some of the larger items we have acquired lately are, a grinding station
complete with tools rests, a bandsaw with a 9” throat and 7” depth of cut, a
selection of turning tools, a new set of chuck jaws and a host of other items.
The clubs Record lathe has been repaired and upgraded with a swivelling
headstock. All these will be available for inspection and use by members at
the February and subsequent meetings. Over the next month or so we will
also be buying a new lathe and chuck along with other items, more on this at
the next meeting and in the next newsletter.

Competitions
Your committee has decided that it would be a good idea to put on regular
competitions for members. The first one will be judged at the March meeting
and will be a lidded container not more than 3” high. Further details and an
entry form are attached. Hopefully this will be well supported and details of
the next competition will be out soon.

Tudor Rose Turners

We have received a letter from the Tudor Rose Woodturners at Daventry,
inviting anyone who wants to go to a
demonstration by Eli Avisera from Israel, http://www.avi-biran.co.il/avisera/.
He is over here to appear at the Alexandra Palace show and at the moment
the only other place he can be seen is at The Tudor Rose Turners.

Entry is £15 per person which includes tea, coffee, biscuits and a pleasant
lunch. If you would like further information contact their secretary Stuart Hill
Telephone 01327 872982. If you want to book your place send a cheque to
him at 2 Kings Green, Priors Park, Daventry, Northants, NN11 4UB,.



Wot-U-Got
A bargain!
Make your own disc cutting template (Craft Supplies price, £9.95)...!
The two shown were made using clear polycarbonate off cuts; cut, drilled and
marked up in about an hour for under a fiver each. The larger disc is for
blanks up to 400mm (15%4"), the smaller, 260mm (10%2") diameter. Need to
find the centre of that round blank you've bought? ...Use the template, it's
easy!

Some off cuts may be available at the February meeting.
(Graham Booth)

Your Club Needs You

No we are not going to war, although at times it feels like it, but there are
several things your committee needs help with. As already mentioned we
need you to volunteer to do a turn at a meeting but we also need articles for
the newsletter as | am running out of words.

Urgently needed are first aiders Are you a registered up to date first aider,
and willing to volunteer your services, if so will you let me know please as we
need at least one at every meeting, just to cover ourselves.

Also are there any members out there who have current health and safety
training, there are a couple of us on the committee but we have not done it for
a couple of years. We need to carry out risk assessments and put in place
safety policies especially as the public will be around.

Lastly are there any welders & carpenters out there with their own equipment?
We need to move and store all our equipment so we are looking at several
ideas such as purpose built trolleys and rolling cabinets. So if there are any
volunteers to make some items please let me know.

Data Protection
Along with this newsletter you will receive a copy of the information the club
holds on you. Will you please check it and if anything is missing or incorrect
return the corrected sheet to John Taylor at the February meeting or by email
or post. Thank you.

Health & Safety

Yes big brother has extended his grasp to include us now that we have
moved into a public place. So we have to change the way we do things,



although hopefully this will not change the way the club works too much or the
enjoyment we all get from it.

Some of the things that will have to change include having to have screens in
front of the lathe to protect the audience, Jim Craig is busy making these now.

Not allowing the audience to get too close to, or around the back of the lathe.
Adequate protection such as masks and safety glasses for the demonstrators.
PAT testing of all electrical equipment, this has already been done.

Adequate insurance cover for public liability, this is being sorted out now.

Risk assessments need to be done.

An adequate first aid kit and first aiders need to be present, etc. etc. etc.

Most of it is common sense precautions and shouldn’t impede the way we do
things to any major degree, but some things will have to change though.
More news on this at the February meeting and in the next newsletter.

Wanted

Have you any old material or curtains made of Draylon or Velvet or any other
dark material. This is wanted for the display tables at meetings and other
times. If you have anything you think might be of use either bring it along to
the February meeting or contact the secretary who will arrange to collect it.

AGM Minutes

Enclosed are the minutes of the AGM, at the moment | have seventeen
members present and one apology for absence if | have missed you off
please let me know and | will amend them. Also if you disagree with my
version again please let me know.

Future Newsletters

This will probably be the last newsletter | will be posting out to everyone this
year. In future | will only be sending it out to people who do not have internet
access. For those with Internet access | will send them an email telling them
when a new one is on the web site and they can access it there. As well as
being able to read it on line there will also be a Word or PDF file which you
can download and print out if you want to.



Club Competition

A Lidded Container ~ 7 ™ March 2004

Max height: 3” (75 mm) *not including any finial.
Plain fitting lid, no screw threads, single timber species of your choice.

There are two classes:
Less than 2 years experience (< 2 year)
More than 2 years experience (> 2 year)
Prize: All the Glory plus a whole £1.00 off next yea  r's subscription!

Judging criteria: Judge: Graham Booth
Design and aesthetics

Tool work and finish

Please complete and hand in with your entry on the day

Name: Class: <2 (circle) >2
Wood: Date: 7 " March 2004
Finish used:

Judge’s Comments:
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Directions to venue

We now meet at Sacrewell Farm Country Centre, Thornhaugh, Peterborough,
PES8 6HJ. http://www.sacrewell.org.uk/

It is situated to the west of Peterborough on the A47, just east of the A1/A47
intersection, Sacrewell is clearly signposted on approaching from either
direction on both the A1 and A47.

Please note when coming from Peterborough there is no right turn into the
centre, instead you have to go past the entrance a couple of hundred yards,
around the roundabout and back towards Peterborough, then turn left into the
entrance.

Once in the driveway follow the road around but do not turn left into the main
entrance/car park. Instead follow the road straight ahead till you cometoa T
junction and turn left. Just before the fence park on the grass and walk
through the entrance, we are in the stone building on the right.

Please note this entrance is only available to memb  ers and guests on
club days.

If you are delivering something you can drive through the entrance and park in
front of the barn to unload. This is a pedestrian area with young children

running around unsupervised so please drive slowly and take great
care.
Park here /
Car
Park
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No right turn!
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